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ERNESTAS  GALVANAUSKAS  AND  THE  LITHUANIAN  STATE  LOAN  BOND  PROGRAM 

By  Henry  L.  Gaidis 


LNA  MEMBERSHIP 
SURVEY  RESULTS 

The  membership  survey  re- 
sults are  in,  and  the  next  two 
issues  we  will  be  reporting  to 
you,  our  members,  the  results. 
We  thank  all  of  you  who  res- 
ponded, as  it  helped  us  gain  a 
concesus  of  the  needs,  con- 
cerns, and  desires  of  our 
members. 

We  will  be  looking  at  these 
responses  in  order  to  set  goals 
as  to  the  future  of  the  LNA  and 
the  material  content  in  The 
Knight. 

This  issue  we  will  be 
focusing  on  the  questions  on  the 
top  of  the  survey  sheet,  and  the 
responses  given  in  the  "Your 
Comments"  section.  Next  issue 
we  will  focus  on  the  collecting 
interests  of  our  members. 

Out  of  approximately  125 
members,  there  were  40  persons, 
or  one-third,  who  sent  back 
their  survey  forms.  The  following 
are  the  results  from  the  ques- 
tions. Note:  Not  everyone  ans- 
wered every  question,  so  they 
don't  all  total  up  to  40  each. 

1.  Q.  The  Knight  is  pub- 

lished bi-monthly,  or  once  every 
two  months  (excepting  the 
summer  for  the  past  two  volumes 
because  of  vacations,  etc.).  Is 

this  acceptable?  Yes-32.  No-5. 

2.  Q.  Would  you  prefer  a 

quarter  publication  (4  times  a 

year  rather  than  the  5-6  we 
have  now)?  Yes — 12,  No — 24. 

3.  Q.  Do  you  want  us  to 
expand  into  Latvian  and  Estonian 
material,  or  remain  basically 

a Lithuanian  oriented  group? 

Continued  on  page  5... 


During  the  1918-1919  period,  the  new  Republic  of  Lithuania 
was  in  desperate  military,  diplomatic,  and  financial  state.  The  nation 
was  engaged  in  a bloody  three-front  war  with  the  White  Russians, 
Bolsheviks,  and  the  Poles,  that  would  determine  its  survival.  With  the 

initial  failure  of  Lithuania  to 
establish  its  geographic 
borders,  it  was  unable  to 
obtain  widespread  diplomatic 
recognition.  With  the  failure 
to  obtain  diplomatic  reco- 
gnition, the  nation  was  hard 
pressed  to  obtain  loans 
and  grants  needed  to  bring 
its  financial  house  in  order. 
The  loans  granted  by  Ger- 
many, which  resulted  in  the 
continuation  of  the 

OSTMARK  as  the  temporary 
currency  of  Lithuania, 
were  helpful,  but  in  no 
way  was  sufficient  for 
the  financial  survival  of  the 
nation. 

The  nation  needed 
other  sources  of  immediate 
hard  cash  funds  in  order 
to  obtain  equipment  for  its 
military,  and  its  day  to  day 
financial  operations.  Even- 
tually, Lithuania  was 
successful  in  stablizing  its 
borders,  obtained  diplo- 
matic recognition,  and 
established  a sound  financial 
base. 

Among  those  directly  instrumental  for  the  early  financial  suc- 
cess of  the  new  nation  was  Ernestas  Galvanauskas.  His  service  to 
Lithuania  includes  the  posts  of  Prime  Minister  and  Minister  of 
Finance  for  the  Provisional  Government  (1919-1920)  which  led  to  the 
formal  establishment  of  the  nation,  and  Minister  of  Finance  (1920- 
1922)  under  President  Kazys  Grinius.  Due  to  Galvanauskas'  great 
success  in  the  foreign  relations  field,  his  service  in  the  financial 
success  of  the  nation  is  often  overlooked. 

The  Lithuanian  numismatist  should  note  that  Galvanauskas 
was  largely  responsible  for  the  formulation  of  the  OSTMARK/ 
AUKSINAS,  and  the  LITAS  monetary  systems,  and  later  ser\^ed  as 
Minister  to  England  (1924-1927)  during  the  time  that  the  Litas  coins 
and  currency  were  minted  and  printed  in  that  country. 

Continued  on  page  2... 


Above:  Ernestas  Galvanauskas 
(1882-1967),  1919  Photo. 
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His  last  position  with  the  government 
was  again  as  Minister  of  Finance  under  Pre- 
sident Antanas  Smetona  (1939-19A0),  when 
the  Soviet  military  occupation  terminated 
the  Lithuanian  monetary  system.  Galvanauskas' 
biography  from  the  Encyclopedia  Lituania 
appears  on  the  right. 

During  the  1918-1919  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence, hundreds  of  thousands  of  Lithu- 
anian-Americans  sought  ways  to  help  their 
homeland.  All  attempts  at  the  formation  of 
an  American-Lithuanian  brigade  to  send 
fighting  men  to  Lithuania  were  thwarted  by 
the  U.S.  Government  in  its  attempt  to  remain 
neutral  in  the  European  wars.  Still,  the 
Lithuanian- American  desired  to  help  his 
homeland  any  way  possible. 

Realizing  the  great  potential  for 
obtaining  funds  from  Lithuania's  exiles, 
Galvanauskas,  as  Minister  of  Finance,  estab- 
lished the  State  Loan  Bond  Program.  As  a 
result  of  the  Lithuanian  State  Loan  Bond  Pro- 
gram, Lithuanian- Americans  were  able  to  send 
over  $180,000  in  hard  cash  to  the  desperate 
Continued  on  page  4... 


GALVANAUSKAS,  Ernestas  (1882- 
1967),  electrical  engineer,  statesman, 
and  entrepreneur,  born  in  Zizonys, 
county  of  Panevezys,  on  Nov.  20,  1882. 
From  1902-08  he  studied  engineering 
at  the  Institute  for  the  Science  of  Min- 
ing in  St.  Petersburg,  Russia.  During 
that  time  he  took  an  active  part  in  the 
1905  revolutionary  movement,  partici- 
pated in  the  Great  Assembly  of  Vilnius 
and  organized  the  Peasant  Union.  For 
these  activities  he  was  arrested  and 
imprisoned  by  the  Russians.  From  1908 
-12  he  attended  the  University  of  Liege, 
Belgium.  After  graduating  with  an 
electrical  engineering  degree,  he  went 
to  Serbia  to  work  for  a French  con- 
struction firm. 

From  1919-24  Galvanauskas  was  ac- 
tively engaged  in  the  restoration  work 
of  the  newly  independent  Lithuanian 
state,  as  one  of  the  prominent  leaders 
in  the  early  days  of  the  government. 
He  was  secretary  of  the  Lithuanian 

delegation  at  the  1919  Paris  Peace 
Conference.  Recalled  from  those  du- 
ties, he  was  prime  minister  from  1919 
-20,  minister  of  finance  and  commerce 
from  1920-22,  prime  minister  and  min- 
ister of  foreign  affairs  from  1922-24. 
He  formed  and  headed  four  ministers’ 


100  Auksinu  Lithuanian 
State  Loan  Bond  note. 
Obverse. 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  by  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michipan. 


3. 


LITHUANIAN  DISPLACED  PERSONS  CAMP  MONEY  FROM  BAD  WORISHOFEN  (I9A6) 


In  May  19A5  Europe  was  in  chaos. 
With  the  fall  of  the  Nazis,  Germany  was 
sliced  into  Allied  zones,  and  the  process 
of  rebuilding  Europe  began.  War  and  its 
aftermath  had  uprooted  thousands  of  people 
from  their  homes  and  countries,  and  many 
found  themselves  liberated  from  concen- 
tration camps. 

When  the  Nazis  retreated  from  Lith- 
uania in  1944,  thousands  of  Lithuanians  fled 
their  country  in  advance  of  the  occupying 
Soviet  army,  knowing  of  the  terror  to  come. 
By  the  end  of  the  war,  roughly  70,000 
Lithuanians  had  made  their  way  into  Ger- 
many and  Austria.  A larger  percentage  of 
these  were  professionals:  physicians, 

engineers,  artists,  jurists,  teachers,  public 
officials,  etc.,  who  would  have  been 
targeted  instantly  by  the  Soviet  occupational 
regime  if  they  had  stayed  in  Lithuania. 

The  care  of  refugees  in  Europe  was 
handled  by  the  United  Nations  Relief  and 
Rehabilitation  Administration  (UNRRA) 
until  1947,  when  responsiblity  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  International  Refugee  Or- 
ganization (IRO),  which  also  was  a function 
of  the  United  Nations. 

These  refugees  became  known  as 
Displaced  Persons  (DPs),  and  were  housed  in 
camps  throughout  western  Germany  and 
Austria.  These  camps  remained  in  existence 
in  the  late  1940 's,  until  their  residents  were 
gradually  accepted  into  countries  such  as 
the  United  States,  Canada,  and  Australia. 

The  DP  camps  issued  their  own 
internal  currency,  which  was  used  to  pay 
workers  and  others  within  their  confines. 
Generally,  the  money  was  spent  at  the 
canteen  or  "P.X."  for  needed  supplies. 

The  Lithuanian  encampment  in  Bad 
Worishofen  was  located  65  km.  west  of 
Munich.  A produce  of  Team  558,  notes 
circulating  in  this  DP  camp  were  issued  in 
denominations  of  1,  5 and  50  Units,  and 
share  the  same  dimensions,  110  x 76  mm. 
The  English  language  inscription  reads, 
D.P.  CENTER  BAD  WORISHOFEN/UNRR  A 
(denomination),  UNITS/UNRRA/TEAM  558. 
A six-digit  serial  number  printed  in  red 
numerals  appears  at  the  bottom  center, 
and  a leafy  design  surrounds  the  perimeter. 

In  the  lower  left  corner,  outside 
the  border,  appears  in  German,  DRUCK: 
HANS  HOLZMANN,  BAD  WORISHOFEN, 
VII.  46.  15000,  which  translates,  "Printed 
by  Hans  Holzmann,  Bad  Worishofen,  July 
1946,  15,000  printed.’' 


The  notes  illustrated  above  come  from  a private 
Lithuanian  collection.  In  discussing  Lithuanian  DP  camp 
money  with  former  camp  residents  of  any  particular 
camp,  very  few  remember  either  seeing  or  using  it. 

The  camp  money  was  used  for  the  most  part 
only  for  short  periods  of  time;  German  and  other  money 
was  then  used  in  the  later  days  of  the  camps. 

So  far  we  know  about  Lithuanian  camp  money  for 
places  like  Scheinfeld,  Bad  Worishofen,  Ludwig-Dillingen, 
Regensburg,  and  possibly  Nordlingen.  Records  indicate 
that  all  of  these  camp  monies  were  used  briefly  in  1946. 
Do  you  are  readers  know  of  any  others?  If  so,  we'd 
like  to  obtain  clear  photocopies  of  them,  plus  a descri- 
ption of  the  colors,  etc. 

On  the  aforementioned  Bad  Worishofen  notes,  the 
colors  are:  1 Unit,  Light  Yellow:  5 Units,  Peat:  20 
Units,  Green. 
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new  government.  It  has  been  said  that  without 
this  American  financial  aid  obtained  through 
the  State  Loan  Bond  Program,  it  would  have 

been  difficult  for  tbe  Republic  of  Lithuania 
to  have  survived.  The  funds  raised  via 

Galvanauskas'  bond  program  was  directly 
responsible  for  tbe  obtaining  of  needed 
military  equipment  and  the  financing  of  the 
nation  until  diplomatic  relations  were 
established. 

Illustrated  in  this  article  is  a 100 

Auksinu  denomination  Lithuanian  State  Loan 
Bond  (Lietuvos  Valstybes  Paskolos  Lakstas), 
issued  in  1919,  bearing  the  signature  of 
Ernestas  Galvanauskas  as  Minister  of  Finance, 
on  the  left.  This  x 6"  bond  is  printed 
in  both  Lithuanian  and  English,  utilizing  green 
colored  ink. 

The  bond  features  a Vytis  State  Seal 
with  scroll  design  obverse  bearing  indenti- 
fication,  denomination,  A. 8%  yearly  interest 
rate,  serial  number,  and  redemption  date  of 

January  1,  1929. 

The  reverse  illustrates  a Lithuanian 
lumber  work  crew  with  surrounding  scroll 
design.  Unfortunately,  the  interest  redemption 
coupons  have  been  clipped  from  the  illustrated 

The  reverse  illustrates  a Lithuanian 
lumber  work  crew  with  surrounding  scroll 
design.  Unfortunately,  the  interest  redemption 
coupons  have  been  clipped  from  the  illustrated 
r>rmd. 


100  Auksinu  note. 
Reverse. 

cabinets  at  a time  when  the  country 
was  still  being  defended,  the  govern- 
ment organized,  fundamental  laws  for- 
mulated, agricultural  and  land  re- 
forms, currency  and  educational  sys- 
tems instituted.  The  conflict  with  Po- 
land over  the  territory  of  Vilnius  and 
the  tense  relations  with  the  Allied 
Powers  over  the  annexation  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Klaipeda  to  Lithuania  pre- 
sented problems  in  foreign  affairs.  In 
192^-.  Galvanauskas  was  appointed 
Lithuanian  representative  to  London, 
holding  that  office  until  1927. 

From  1927-39  Galvanauskas  lived  in 
Klaipeda.  Director  of  the  Klaipeda 
Harbor  Board  from  1927-28,  he  later 
began  organizing  woodcraft  and  other 
industry  plants,  low  income  housing 

for  workers,  and  he  edited  a daily 
newspaper  Vakarai  (The  West).  In 
1934  he  founded  and  was  rector  of  the 
Institute  of  Commerce. 

During  the  last  administration  of 
independent  Lithuania  Galvanauskas 
was  minister  of  finance  from  1939^0. 
When  Soviet  Russia  occupied  Lithua- 
nia on  June  15,  1940,  he  retained  the 
same  post  in  the  government  formed 
by  Moscow,  hoping  that  the  Soviet  .svs 
tern  would  not  be  imposed.  But  after  a 
short  time,  realizing  that  conditions 
would  not  improve,  he  resigned  and 
fled  abroad. 

From  1947-62  he  lived  in  Madagascar 
in  the  town  of  Majunga,  where  he  es- 
tablished and  directed  a secondary 
school  to  train  students  for  industry, 
and  formed  a business  auditing  firm. 
Because  of  illness  he  moved  to  France, 
where  he  died  on  July  24,  1967  in  Aix- 
les-Bains.  He  wrote  Pologne  et  Lithuor 
nie,  1923,  and  his  memoirs,  which  are 
being  prepared  for  publication,  ^.o. 


This  bond  and  a series  of  Lithuanian 
postage  stamps  issued  during  1919-1922  are 
among  the  very  few  official  government  issued 
documents  using  the  Auksinas  denomination.  It 
is  fitting  that  the  Lithuanian  State  Loan  Bond 
bears  Galvanauskas'  signature  to  honor  his 
outstanding  work  in  the  establishment  of 
Lithuania's  financial  stability  and  independence 


LNA  MEMBERSHIP  SURVEY  RESULTS 

Continued  from  page  1... 


Expand — 22,  Stay  Like  We  Are — 16. 

A.  Do  you  want  to  have  LNA  meetings 
at  major  coin  shows?  Yes — 21,  No — 3. 

In  addition  to  answering  the  above  ques- 
tions, a very  important  portion  of  the  survey 
involved  your  commments,  which  helped  clarify 
your  reasoning  in  the  above  answers.  These 
comments  are  very  helpful  to  us.  We  are  printing 
them  here:  [Editor's  comments  in  brackets] 

I am  a new  subscriber  to  The  Knight, 
but  am  somewhat  uncomfortable  with  it.  I 
don't  know  why  I haven't  received  issue  #60? 
Was  it  printed?  [YES,  but  it  was  mistakenly 
numbered  #59  on  the  front  cover  instead  of  #60 
like  it  should  have  been.]  Also,  what  about  back 
issues?  [Photocopies  of  back  issues  are  available 
by  writing:  Roland  Martick,  21  Pearl  St.  North 
Weymouth,  MA  02191.  He  will  inform  you  as  to 
copying  costs,  etc.].  Perhaps  there  is  an  annual 
edition  for  sale  that  includes  all  the  past  issues, 
[what  we  need  is  someone  to  INDEX  all  the  past 
issues  and  we  can  publish  that].  I admire  your 
work  and  wish  you  the  best  of  success. ..and  hope 
these  little  glitches  can  work  themselves  out. 

Although  I have  checked  that  the  bi- 
monthly publication  is  accaptable,  I would  not 
have  any  objection  to  The  Knight  becoming  a 
quarterly.  I know  how  much  time  and  effort  it 
takes  to  meet  a bi-monthly  schedule  [you  can 
say  that  again].  With  regard  to  expanding  the 
content  of  The  Knight  to  include  other  Baltic 
material,  I feel  that  there  is  sufficient  work  to 
be  done  in  the  Lithuanian  field  to  occupy  the 
editor  for  some  time  yet  without  adding  the 
burden  of  additional  areas. 

While  I prefer  to  sitck  to  Lithuanian,  I 
sense  that  you  are  slowly  coming  to  a halt; 
you  are  not  getting  new  material  in  sufficient 
mass  to  maintain  a full  publication.  For  this 
reason,  it  would  be  well  to  take  in  the  Letts 
and  Esths,  so  we  could  broaden  our  historical 
concensus. 

[Yes,  I am  running  out  of  "new"  material, 
while  on  the  other  hand  have  several  large 
volumnous  items  (i.e.  archaeological  digs  of  coins, 
ancient  Roman  coins,  etc.]  which  I have 
purposely  avoided  printing  due  to  their  boring 
length.  It  is  a thrill  to  receive  ARTICLES  from 
readers  in  their  own  specialty  field.  That  makes 
your  editor  smile  and  makes  his  job  easier! 

Two  "weak"  areas  we  need  articles  on 
concern  Lithuanian  medieval  numismatics,  and 
pre-20th  century  Lithuanian-related  MEDALS.] 


This  is  a great  publication.  Keep  it  up! 
Four  times  a year  would  keep  costs  in  control 
and  forestall  having  to  pa$$  additional  costs  onto 
the  membership.  As  for  adding  Latvian  and 
Estonian  material,  we  should  stay  specialized. 
However,  if  someone  offers  outside  information, 
we  should  exercise  some  flexibility.  The  publica- 
tion is  great  and  very  informative. 

Do  you  have  a list  of  denominations  used  in 
the  Lithuanian  language,  or  access  to  such  a 
reference?  i.e.  Lith-A  grasis;  Polish-A  groszy, 
German-A  groschen.  [Yes,  it  is  Jonas  K.  Karys' 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Dictionary,  which  is  trans- 
lated but  I haven't  gotten  around  to  typing  and 
publishing  it  here.  Thanks  for  the  prodding.] 

Let  the  Latvians  and  Estonians  start  their 
own  numismatic  groups.  The  LNA  meetings  should 
be  all  over,  not  just  in  New  York  or  Chicago  as 
they  have  been  before. 

A quarterly  publication  would  be  fine  if 
you  print  more  pages.  The  money  you  save  in 
postage  could  expand  The  Knight  nicely. 

A quarterly  publication  may  be  better 
because  there  would  be  more  material.  I save 
every  issue  for  reference.  Where  else  would  we 
get  all  this  information?  It  would  be  interesting 
to  see  more  on  the  numismatics  of  Estonia  and 
Latvia,  a minor  interest  of  mine. 

Although  I do  collect  the  modern  Baltic 
States,  I am  complete,  and  so  a very  inactive 
collector.  Because  of  my  Lithuanian  parentage, 
I enjoy  reading  of  Lithuanian  history  and  culture 
through  The  Knight.  I'm  not  into,  or  well  in- 
formed enough  to  contribute  to  your  fine  publica- 
tion, but  it  is  one  of  the  few  (very  few)  publica- 
tions I receive  that  I read  cover  to  cover  as  soon 
as  I receive  it,  or  within  one  hour. 

Regarding  publishing  bi-monthly  or  quarterly, 
do  whatever  is  convenient  for  the  authors  and 
the  publisher.  While  I collect  some  coins  and 
currency,  I find  The  Knight  articles  valuable 
for  what  I can  learn  about  Lithuanian  history. 
For  this  reason,  I save  every  issue.  By  preserving 
the  past,  you  give  all  Lithuanians  and  freedom- 
loving  peoples  hope  for  the  future  of  the  rebirth 
of  an  independent  and  free  Lithuania! 

Continued  next  page... 
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I am  a novice  at  Lithuanian  coin  collecting 
(but  not  a US  coin  collecting).  I only  began 
my  investigation  into  the  area  six  months  ago, 
based  on  my  renewed  interest  in  Lithuanian 
stamps  (and  my  ongoing  interest  in  my  heritage). 

Frankly,  The  Knight  hasn't  been  very 
helpful  to  me,  a novice,  I'd  like  to  have  periodic 
articles  that  deal  with  the  basics  such  as  Trends, 
pictures  of  the  complete  set  , etc.  I'm  interested 
too  in  ancient  coins,  but  understand  the  lack  of 
inventory.  Can  you  write  a "basics"  article  now 
and  then? 

[I  consider  this  and  similar  others  the  most 
important  letters  in  the  whole  batch.  When 
we  started  the  LNA  over  10  years  ago,  we  were 
all  in  the  situation  like  the  above  person  has 
described — a novice.  As  we  have  progressed  ever 
the  past  10  years,  we  have  added  new  information 
every  issue-from  new  unreported  banknotes,  to 
potato  cards,  lottery  tickets,  medalets,  and  who 
knows  what  else? 

I have  not  repeated  anything  for  fear  of 
having  people  say,  "Oh,  they're  running  out  of 
material  now,  that's  all  they  could  get."  But  in 
the  past  several  months  have  realized  the  above 
need  of  keeping  in  touch  and  in  tune  with 
basic  collectors,  EVEN  IF  IT  NOW  MEANS 
REPEATING  OR  REPRINTING  EARLIER 
ARTICLES. Of  course,  these  articles  will  be 
updated  to  reflect  new  information,  etc.  But, 
please,  advanced  collectors,  don't  complain 
when  you  see  us  covering  the  "basics"  in  future 
issues.  We  have  a responsibility  and  duty  to  do 
so,  not  only  for  the  new  collector,  but  as  a 
refresher  for  the  rest  of  us. 

THEREFORE,  as  editor,  I intend  to  meet 
the  above  need  by:  1)  Reprinting  previously  pub- 
lished articles  about  Lithuanian  numismatics 
(this  we  have  been  doing  lately);  2)  Refeaturing 
the  basic  coins  and  banknotes  in  our  "Feature  of 
The  Month"  column  on  page  3;  and  3)  making 
available  Jonas  K.  Karys'  work  on  Lithuanian 
numismatics  (again).  Our  first  project  10  years 
ago  was  the  translation  and  publishing  of  his 
book  (1953),  Independent  Lithuanian  Money,  which 
we  presented  in  serial  form.  Write  Roland  Mar- 
tick  (see  earlier  letter  address)  to  get  a copy  of 
this.  ALSO,  we  will  be  beginning  the  translation 
of  Jonas  K.  Karys'  Lithuanian  Nusismatic 
Dictionary,  which  gives  the  reader  an  educational 
overview  of  the  entire  Lithuanian  numismatic 
field.] 

I am  Lithuanian,  but  I would  also  like  to 
learn  some  numismatic  material  from  my  border 
neighbors.  I'm  sure  you  will  get  members  who  wo- 
n't want  to  expand  to  other  countries.  Maybe 


you  could  keep  this  material  on  the  back  pages 
of  The  Knight  so  it  won't  be  mixed  in  with  the 
Lithuanian  pages. 

[Regarding  this  subject,  I have  no  knowledge 
whatsoever  about  Latvian  and  Estonian  numismatics, 
and  would  expect  to  have  a regular  contributor(s) 
on  the  subject  instead  of  this  editor  pursuing  it, 
as  he  has  enough  on  his  hands  with  the  Lithuan- 
ian material.  A decision  to  expand  like  that  would 
also  affect  the  size  and  publication  times  of 
The  Knight.  I'm  not  sure  at  this  point  what  to 
do,  as  our  members  voted  22  to  16  to  expand. 

I must  admit  I was  somewhat  suprised  at  these 
results.  There  is  a Latvian  Numismatic  Society, 
but  it  has  been  rather  inactive,  I have  been  told. 

Now  that  we  have  these  results,  perhaps  our 
readers  can  give  us  some  more  comments  and 
suggestions  conerning  this  subject.  ] 

Thank  you  for  all  your  wonderful  work  over 
the  years.  I sure  know  it  has  not  been  easy. 

I just  recently  joined  the  LNA  and  I would 
enjoy  reading  more  about  Lithuanian  coinage  and 
stamps.  I realize  there  is  a limited  amount  of 
information  to  print  but,  I have  not  read  any- 
thing from  the  past  9 years.  How  about  rewriting 
some  of  the  older  articles  from  past  issues  of  The 
Knight? 

I would  like  a left  hand  margin  for  a 3-ring 
notebook.  [That  would  cut  down  on  the  size  of 
the  issue,  as  we  have  to  cram  in  everything  in 
as  it  is  now,  plus  leave  space  at  the  top  and  bot- 
tom for  printing  requirements.  If  enough  members 
favor  this,  we  could  do  this,  but  yours  was  one 
of  only  2 suggesting  it.] 

I look  forward  anxiously  to  see  every  issue. 
You  certainly  are  doing  a teriffic  job  and  I hope 
you  continue  so  in  the  future. 

Wonderful  job  so  far!  I love  the  articles.  I 
find  that  The  Knight  has  so  much  information  that 
is  not  available  anywhere  else.  One  of  these  days, 
I will  make  an  index.  [An  INDEX  to  The  Knight 
is  something  we  really  need.  Any  volunteers?] 

My  deepest  thanks  to  all  of  you  who  have 
made  The  Knight  and  Lithuanian  numismatics  a 
vibrant  force.  I like  to  think  that  I played  a part 
in  convincing  Krause  Publications  to  put  Lithuania 
back  in  its  proper  place  [not  under  USSR  as  the 
Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  placed  them  in 

1982].  I spoke  with  Mr.  Mishler... about  the  matter 
for  about  an  hour,  and  I am  sure  that  other 


members  collared  him,  also.  In  fairness,  he  is  an 
honorable  and  responsive  man  who  probably  didn't 
realize  the  harm  that  was  done!  More  credit  to 
him  for  changing!  Regarding  including  other 
Baltic  material,  I am  of  Lithuanian  descent,  but 
I collect  Prussia,  Memel,  and  Latvia  because  their 
histories  are  intertwined  with  ours  and  we  need 

to  understand  that: 

East  Prussia  would  have  been  another  Baltic 
State  or  part  of  Lithuania  if  history  had  not 
been  so  cruel  to  the  original  Prussians. 

Memel  is  Klaipeda — a Lithuanian  city. 

Latvia  is  related  to  Lithuania  by  blood 
and  language.  It  is  similar  to  the  situation  in 
Scandinavia,  where  the  cultural  and  linguistic 

ties  are  stronger  than  Norwegians  and  Swedes 
care  to  admit. 

As  far  as  Estonia,  whose  ties  are  with 

Finland,  it  is  difficult  to  separate  them  from  the 

Baltic  milieu  even  numismatically.  After  all, 
the  Ostland,  Ober-Ost  government  and  Czarist 
, Soviet  occupational,  lumps  the  Baltic  states 
together! 

The  Knight  (Vytis)  is  a Lithuanian  symbol, 
but  in  our  publication,  I think  we  should  be  able 
to  find  space  for  our  brother  Balts  and  thereby 
strengthen  our  voice  in  the  world. 

I would  prefer  the  5-6  publications  a year, 
but  if  it  is  necessary  to  go  to  a quarterly,  I will 
not  object. 

Although  Latvia  and  Estonia  are  two  of 
the  three  Baltic  States,  only  Latvia  should  be 
included  in  the  LNA's  literature.  The  reason  is 
that  Latvia  borders  Lithuania  (a  small  point). 
But  it  is  exceptionally  close  in  language  and 
ethnicticity.  Historically,  Latvians  are  nearly 
Lithuanians,  exepting  in  religion.  The  Estonians 
are  akin  to  the  Finns  and  have  no  connection 
to  the  other  Baltic  States  but  in  geography. 

I am  a charter  member  of  the  LNA  and 
am  pleased  with  The  Knight's  progress  thus  far. 
But  it  is  time  for  major  expansion  and  changes. 
It  is  time  we  become  BALTIC  and  solicit 
members  from  Estonian  and  Latvian  numismatists. 

I am  sure  the  Lithuanian  emphasis  will  be  pre- 
dominate for  some  time.  But  that  is  to  be 
expected.  With  increased  coverage.  The  Knight 
should  become  monthly  and  eventually  change  its 
name  to  The  Baltic  Knight.  For  current  staff, 
this  is  quite  an  undertaking  and  a challenge. 

At  this  time  I am  too  busy  with  my  business 
to  be  much  involved  with  coins,  etc.  However,  I do 
appreciate  your  efforts  in  publishing  The  Knight 
which  keeps  my  interest  in  numismatics  alive. 


Latvian  and  Estonian  sections  of  The  Knight 
would  be  just  fine  with  me  since  I am  interested 
in  their  numismatic  material  too.  Keep  up  the 
good  work. 

If  possible,  could  you  have  LNA  exhibits 
and  meetings  at  major  coin  shows?  I believe  it 
would  help  everyone  as  sometimes  people  just 
cannot  get  back  east  [N.Y.]  for  a coin  show.  Your 
articles  are  very  interesting. 

I am  a traditionalist,  and  like  to  see  things 
stay  as  they  are. When  changes  are  planned, 
contemplated  or  made,  it  means  that  the  existing 
organ  is  detrementing.  Yes,  sometimes  changes 
will  create  a better  organization;  yes,  for  the 
officials;  for  the  members,  some  constrenation. 
Please  excuse  my  viewpoints,  but  the  going  trends 
on  most  industries  and  businesses  shows  that 
mergers  and  sell-outs  have  shown  drastic  changes 
or  obliteration.  Estonia  and  Latvia  shouldn't  be 
included  unless  it  incorporates  Lithuanian  connec- 
tions. 

Bob  and  Frank  are  doing  an  outstanding  job. 

I really  appreciate  their  work.  They  are  uncovering 
important  facts  about  Lithuanian  culture  and 
history  and  informing  the  general  public  about 
them.  Keep  up  the  good  work! 

Printing  The  Knight  on  standard  82  x H" 
paper  makes  it  ideal  for  a 3-ring  binder.  The 
only  problem  is  that  you  leave  no  room  for  a 
margin  for  punching  holes.  Perhaps  that  is  some- 
thing to  think  about. 

Make  The  Knight  a quarterly  publication. 
Expand  it  to  include  Latvia  and  Estonia.  The  cost 
savings  realized  in  postage  and  material  could  be 
used  to  expand  it.  Might  even  expand  the  name 
and  call  it  the  "Baltic  Knight."  I,  for  one,  would 
like  to  get  an  indepth  study  of  the  other  two 
Baltic  States.  You've  done  a marvelous  job,  but 
then  there  has  to  be  a limit  to  the  material 
available  on  one  country  and  its  lA  coins. 

[Modern  Lithuania  might  have  had  only  lA 
circulating  coins,  but  medieval  Lithuania  had  "hun- 
dreds." There  is  much  material  and  information 
"out  there,"  to  be  printed,  enough  to  keep  us 
going  for  years  to  come.  This  editor's  problem  is 
the  time  involved  in  the  research  necessary  to 
tackle  medieval  Lithuanian  numismatics.  We  are 
an  association,  which  means  that  we  depend  upon 
our  fellow  associates  to  send  us  in  articles  and 
information  about  their  own  specialized  area  of 
expertise.] 

Continued  on  page  8... 


LNA  MEMBERSHIP  SURVEY  RESULTS 

(Coptinued  from  page  7...) 


The  publication  is  OK  right  now.  Some 
Baltic  expansion  or  publishing  quarterly  would 
be  fine  with  me. 


WANT  ADS 


I am  very  happy  with  The  Knight.  The 
frequency  of  publication  should  be  a function  of 
mailing  costs,  printing  costs,  [everybody,  please 
read  the  next  two  clauses  attentively  -Ed.]  the 
availability  of  articles,  and  most  importantly  the 
availability  of  time  the  editor  is  willing  to 
donate.  Over  the  years  I've  been  amazed  at 
the  amount  of  research  and  the  hours  of  time 

that  has  been  unselfishly  been  donated  to 
keeping  this  organization  afloat.  LNA  meetins 
could  be  nice  for  some  of  the  memters,  but 
please  keep  The  Knight  going,  however  often, 
for  all  the  members. 

My  main  interest  is  maintaining  a numis- 
matic library. 

[This  is  a commendable  goal  and  the  only 

one  we've  received  like  this] 

I collect  any  and  different  items  of  Lith- 
uania and  the  other  Baltic  States.  If  we  expand 
into  Latvia  and  Estonia  we  may  get  more  mem- 
bers. Could  I possibly  get  names  of  Connecticut 
and  Mass,  members? 

[Each  year  we  publish  a list  of  LNA 

members.  However,  we  do  not  give  out  address- 
es without  their  permission.  This  LNA  member  is 
from  CT,  and  would  like  to  correspond  with 
any  other  LNA  member  in  CT  or  MA.  His 

address:  Herman  Krajewski,  P.O.  Box  117,  Rock- 
ville, CT  06066  .] 


Please  publish  more  buy  and  sell  want 
ads  on  coins  and  stamps.  I like  to  deal  with 
Karl  Stephens  (except  when  he  is  sold  out  and 
turns  me  down!) 

[Dealer  Karl  Stephens  has  been  with  The 

Knight  from  the  very  beginning.  He  has  a nice 

selection  of  high  quality  Lithuanian  coins,  both 

the  modern  and  medieval  for  the  Lithuanian 

collector.  We  suggest  you  write  him  for  his 
latest  price  list,  enclosing  some  stamps  for 
postage,  and  mentioning  you  saw  his  ad  in  The 

Knight.]. 

NEXT  ISSUE:  A TABULATION  OF  THE 
COLLECTING  INTERESTS  OF  LNA  MEMBERS. 


WANTED:  My  mother  belonged  to  the 
Lithuanian  Alliance  of  America  and  their  pub- 
lication, I believe,  was  "Teyvene."  If  anyone  has 
any  issues  of  these,  I would  like  them.  Plus  any 
other  things  such  as  letters,  phamplets,  Lithuanian 
lodge  application  forms,  etc.  of  such  nature.  Also, 
I'd  like  to  obtain  a copy  of  a combination 
English/Lithuanian  and  Lithuanian/English  dict- 
ionary, preferably  one  of  the  Collins  Gem 
published  in  England. 

— Peter  Shulin,  6A5  Hayes  Ave,  Washington, 
PA  15301. 

[Note:  The  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian 
Culture,  6500  S.  Pulaski  Rd.,  Chicago,  IL  60629, 
has  Lithuanian/English  and  vica  versa  dictionaries 
in  their  gift  shop.  Write  them  for  latest  prices.] 

WANTED:  The  following  banknotes:  ESTONIA: 
Pick  Nos.  A9,  50,  52,  60.  Latvia:  13,  15,  16,  16A, 
20  A,  24.  Lithuania:  6,  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  28.  Tyge 

Sondergaard.  jyGE  S0NDERGAARD 
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